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UNCLAS EDINBURGH 146 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UK, PGOV 

SUBJECT: HAMILTON BY ELECTION 

REF: OUR A-l 1 DATED APRIL 19, 1978 

THE LATEST ODDS ON TOMORROW S ELECTION GIVEN BY LADBROKES MADE 
LABOUR 6-1 ON AND WERE OFFERING 4-1 AGAINST THE SNP. HOWEVER 
A LOCAL BOOKMAKER IN HAMILTON HAS HAD TO REDUCE HIS ODDS AGAINST 
A WIN BY THE SNP'S MARGO MCDONALD FROM 12-1 TO 5-2. 

THE SCOTTISH PRESS FEELS LABOUR WILL BE ABLE TO RETAIN THE SEAT. 

A SYSTEM THREE POLL BY THE GLASGOW HERALD YESTERDAY SHOWED LABOUR 
28 PER CENT AHEAD OF THE SNP WHO ONLY POLLED 16 PER CENT. 

BOTH BBC AND INDEPENDENT TELEVISION CARRIED PROGRAMS LAST NIGHT 
ON THE BY ELECTION INTERVIEWING CANDIDATES AND VOTERS. ON THE 
WHOLE THE SNP CAME THROUGH BETTER. 

LABOUR IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE WEATHER. SCOTLAND IS IN THE MIDST 
OF A "70 DEGREE HEAT WAVE" AND SUCH HOT WEATHER IS TRADITIONALLY 
SEEN AS BAD FOR LABOUR. THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD 
ON SUCH A DAY WAS IN JUNE 1970 WHEN LABOUR WERE DEFEATED AGAINST 
ALL EXPECTATIONS. ONE WAG STATED "I GUESS WE WILL HAVE TO PRAY 
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FOR RAIN." 
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